STEPS IN TECHNICAL PLANNING
Even with all these points suitably adjusted, it was as well to
have a machine with a deep and broad fuselage in which the
observer could handle his numerous cameras without becoming
hopelessly congested.
Our final choice rested on the Westland P.V.j, which we
never regretted. This was an experimental machine built for
general military purposes by Westland Aircraft for army
co-operation and day bombing, and with a view to carrying
a torpedo, to fold its wings for ship's stowage. It was die
only one of its type in existence, since die specification to which
it was built had been altered as soon as constructed. As it
happened, when we had definitely decided on the Wesdand
P.V.31 and a Westland-Wallace, an offer reached us from the
Defence Department of the Irish Free State, placing in the most
generous manner two of their Vickers-Vespas unconditionally
at our disposal for die flight. Under the circumstances we were
compelled to decline it, although we realised that the Vespa
with Pegasus engine would have well carried out the work.
The Westland had all die necessary characteristics, a high
under-carriage, engine-bearers ready to take the Pegasus engine
straight away, a big wing surface and its consequent climbing
capacity, and a broad deep fuselage with a cockpit so roomy
that the most exacting observer could not have complained.
Added to this, the machines in design and construction were
worthy of the Wesdand Aircraft and fully justified their
reputation.
Having determined on the aeroplanes, the question of how
they were to be fitted up for the enterprise in front of them
now demanded settlement.
After consultation with the designers, we decided that much
would be gained by covering in die observer's cockpit. Much
of his work was carried out with cameras pointing downwards.
At the same time, the closing-in, or roofing over of the big
aperture of the ordinary observer's cockpit, would add appre-
ciably to the flying capabilities of the machine, and the
1 Rechristened the "Houstosi-Westland" as a tribute to Lady Houston.
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